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“Liberia’s Diaspora Is Part Of My Leadership”,
President Weah Tells Liberians in Nigeria
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Abuja, March 7, 2018: President George Manneh Weah has told Diaspora
Liberians that they are part of his administration.
Addressing the Liberian Community in Nigeria as part of his two-days State Visit to
Nigeria, President Weah encouraged Liberians in Nigeria and elsewhere to return
home and join him to move the country forward.
“In my State of the Nation Address [recently], I called on the Diaspora to join us.
There is no way we can leave you out of our leadership. You are part of us”,
President Weah told scores of Liberians resident in Nigeria.
A release from the Liberian Embassy in Abuja says the Liberian leader made the
remarks when he met with Liberian Community in Nigeria on Monday evening,
March 5, 2018. The well attended program was held at the Liberian Embassy in
Abuja.
He also encouraged his Diaspora compatriots to return home to contribute to nationbuilding.
He said, “If you are Liberians living abroad, you need to come home to contribute
your quota. We are looking for nurses, engineers, doctors, lawyers and good ones
too. And I know Liberians are smart people.….. You need to come back home and
settle. We will talk with the embassies to get the numbers and work with the Finance
Ministry to see how to relocate you to Liberia so you can fit into the society and
work. This is the hope for change that we’ve brought to you.”
According to the release, the Liberian President also re-echoed his position on the
need for the country to adopt a dual citizenship law. He added that it is good for
Liberia’s growth, going forward.

“I said dual citizenship is important for our growth. Liberia would be backward if
we don’t take certain decisions. Let’s take decisions that develop our mind and our
people.”
President Weah also tasked Liberians to change their mind and their attitude: “We
need to change our mind and attitude, that complacent attitude. We used to say
‘Liberia is a beautiful place. I was born here and I will die here’. The war came and
all that changed. So, it tells us we need to change our attitude now and say, ‘I was
born here, I can go out and come back to develop here’”.
The Liberian Leader used the occasion to also frown on the attitude of past
government officials who chose to loot logistical supplies: “When one government
is leaving, another is coming. But every logistic of the government, instead of
leaving them, you are looting them. Then the next government comes, it doesn’t
have cars for officials to go to work. That’s wickedness. We must change our
attitudes. But when a new government comes to power, we have to be chasing cars
in the bushes and garages. That is wrong. Let’s change our attitudes.”
Earlier, the Liberian Ambassador to Nigeria, Professor Al-Hassan Conteh, in brief
welcome remarks described the President’s story as “truly inspirational”.
“Your story is truly inspirational. It has been heralded in Liberia and around the
world as the emergence of a genuine leader from humble beginnings who patiently,
patriotically and democratically emerged to the pinnacle of leadership in his nation”,
he added.
Ambassador Conteh then explained the core business of the Abuja Mission, as
driven by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which centers on representation and
reciprocation based on the central tenets of Liberia’s foreign policy.
The Liberian Ambassador concluded with the presentation to President Weah a
special edition of the Embassy’s quarterly published magazines. The Special Edition
exclusively features the President’s historic January 22, 2018 inauguration vis-à-vis
Liberia’s first democratic transition in over 70 years: “I am very pleased at this time,
Mr. President, to present to you the Special Edition of the Journal of the Embassy of

Liberia in Nigeria (JELIN) that chronicles the events of your historic inauguration
on January 22, 2018.”
Also speaking earlier, the President of the Organization of Liberia Communities in
Nigeria (OLICON), while thanking the President for his decision to meet the
Community, presented three points of concern to him for his consideration.
Mr. Daoda Kanneh, on behalf of the hundreds of Liberians in Nigeria, said the
Community supports the President’s thoughts on dual citizenship. Mr. Kanneh also
appealed to President Weah to consider the idea of Diaspora Voting, as well as
provide opportunities for Diaspora Postgraduate scholarships.
“The Liberian community in Nigeria sees your presidency as a promising moment
in our country’s history and a testimony to the confidence which the people of
Liberia have placed in you to chart the future course of our nation. We are hopeful
that your leadership will inspire hope and persevere in delivering basic opportunities
for the people of Liberia”, Mr. Kanneh added.
OLICON is the umbrella body of Liberians in living in all 36 states of Nigeria and
its Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. The body which serves as a vehicle to mobilize
and develop resourceful citizens who will in turn contribute meaningfully towards
the progress and development of Liberia.
President Weah and delegation, at the end of the evening program, toured the
facilities of the Passport Application Center (PAC) which was opened August, 2016,
the release concludes.
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NB: Two audios for broadcast purpose accompany the release as follows:
Audio 1: (1:48) Pres. Weah Encourages Diaspora Liberians to return home

Audio 2: (1:56 mins) Pres. Weah on Change of Minds & Attitudes

